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Urban Planning and the Cannabis Industries
Guidance for Implementing Green Industries With High-Level Opportunities
Economic DevelopmentCity Planning
Similar to the Sativa 
Strain, these areas 
have long reaching 
influences, create 
focused energy, and 
allow tasks to be 
completed quickly.
FUTURE POLICY ACTIONS
Local Government
State GovernmentFederal Government
FIRE PROTECTION CONCERNS
Installation of grow facilities in 
buildings without adequate electrical 
facilities = blown transformers
Issuance of separate service entry 
point for grow facility = creates 
confusion for fire services and 
increases risk of explosion
LAND USE ZONING CONCERNS 
Proximity restrictions narrowed 
number of acceptable locations for 
grow houses and retail stores
Older industrial buildings built on 
property lines with no setbacks, 
leave little space for necessary larger 
transformers; variance requests
No existing regulations on mobile 
distribution (i.e. cannabis food truck)
REVENUE SOURCES
Voters pass additional special sales 
tax on recreational cannabis sales = 
creates a revenue stream specifically 
for expenses of the city agencies 
involved in the industries
State can issue shareback money to 
cities that pay into the state’s cannabis 
sales tax
ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT
Community Development Real Estate Development
CLASSISM
Large populations of low-income 
residents near grow operations suffer 
from overwhelming odor
Job creation in sectors requiring 
lower levels of education
RACISM
Support decrimialization = repair 
historical racial disparities against 
Blacks and Hispanics
SEXISM
New industry allows for a greater 
number of female CEOs and small 
business owners
HOMELESSNESS
Utilize a percentage of revenue 
generated to support more affordable 
housing for increasing population
INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES & RENOVATION REUSE
Warehouses, factories, and self-storage facilities are ideal for grow houses
Creates environment for big-business monopolies
Facility owners can charge premium due to risky business investment
EARLY DEVELOPMENT
RETAIL DISPENSARIES & HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
Depending on security regulations, historical structures can be adapted to 
house retail dispensaries or miniscule grow operations
Allow outdoor grows where possible to limit energy use
Ensure proximity regulations are not too strict to avoid 
limiting the number of qualifying locations.
DESTIGMATIZATION
Gather support by maintaining open communication 
with industry-related business owners and meet 
frequently with concerned public representatives
HEALTHCARE
Allow medical cannabis to be covered by medical 
insurance and streamline national registry
Ensure that list of medical conditions is extensive 
and additions are fast-tracked for approval
LEGALIZATION
Remove product from DEA’s Schedule of 
Controlled Substances and place under the 
regulation of the FDA
Sustainability Urban Design
RESOURCE USE
Indoor grows require significant 
investments in improvements to 
distribution systems = significant 
impact on local utility companies 
No need to regulate water 
consumption as entities in 
the industries have their own 
techniques for conserving water 
(aeroponics, Israeli Drip, etc.)
UNDEVELOPED
Utilize the design services of a licensed architectural firm to derive a dispensary 
from the cold sterlized atmosphere of a purely functional space and become a 
comfortable and inviting built environment.
WASTE & RECYCLING
Waste Water = an orginal concern 
in cultivation centers, but waste 
regulations were passed and no issues 
have been reported
If pre-packaged distribution is desired, 
regulate on-site recycling recepticals
Hemp is biodegradable, warmer than 
cotton, and grows faster than trees to 
produce more paper products.
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METHODOLOGY
Conducted interviews with economic 
development mangers, city planners and 
development services, business owners, 
sales associates, non-profit coordinators, 
city officials, architects, and community 
representatives to determine what areas 
of urban planning are impacted by 
medical or recreational legalization.
CASE STUDIES
Denver
Illinois
LAND USE ZONING
Four Primary Types of Business Licenses:
1) Retail Use (dispensaries) 
2) Industrial Production Use (cultivation)
3) Manufacturing (Marijuana Infused 
Products (MIPs), oil extractions, and edibles)
4) Testing and Research Facilities
Social Consumption Licenses (pot clubs)
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Homelessness population increased = 
$750,000 in legal cannabis revenue allocated 
to affordable housing in 2016
Increasing number of grow operations 
in industrial zones close to low-income 
residential areas = Cap on the number of 
business licenses to control the number of 
locations in specific areas in 2016
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Illinois Cannabis Locations by State Police Districts
Sources: Illinois State Police, Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, Weedmaps
LAND USE ZONING
State Department of 
Agriculture regulates one 
cultivation center per state 
police district.
State Department of Financial 
and Professional Regulation 
regulates a possible total of 
sixty medical dispensaries 
with proximity restrictions.
Currently, there are twenty-
one cultivation centers 
and forty-nine medical 
dispensaries.
EXCISE & LICENSES
Voters approved a 3.5% 
Special Sales Tax with 
revenue to be allocated 
to 13 pre-determined 
industry-supporting 
departments.
Identified areas of impact are rated for 
success in implementation:
SATISFACTION
Like the Indica 
Strain, these areas 
have short localized 
influences, induce 
brainstorming 
sessions, and slow 
task completion.
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
UNSATISFACTORY
Comparable to the 
medical chemical, 
Cannabidol (CBD), 
these areas need 
to undergo further 
research and policy 
restructuring.
Based on the analysis of data collected, 
the future development of planning 
tools for effective implementation 
requires recommended policy changes 
by three levels of government.
Related to the 
Ruderalis Strain, 
these industries 
need specific 
conditions to 
generate an effective 
product in a given 
location.
When this strain is cultivated in a 
controlled environment, it produces 
desired hybrids and hemp. In an 
uncontrolled environment, this strain 
will become wild and bloom an 
undesirable “ditch” flower. 
“Leading the Way in Municipal Marijuana Management”
Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act
EXCISE & LICENSES
Policy initiated a 7% sales 
tax per ounce for businesses 
cultivating medical cannabis.
2015 ACTUAL REVENUE
Total=$14,556,862
JOB CREATION
Jobs available in technical and 
alternative employment sectors
U.S. cannabis industry estimated 
150,000 workers in 2016:
 Dispensaries = 37,000-52,000
 Cultivators = 15,000-27,000
 Manufacturers = 5,500-8,000
 Testing/Research = 990-1,300
 Ancillary Services = 42,000-66,000
 
CRIME RATES
Marijuana-related Crime accounts for less 
than 1% of overall crime in the city.
Marijuana Industry-related Crime accounts 
for less than 1/2 of 1% of overall crime.
Marijuana-related DUIDs account for 2.8% 
of overall impaired driving arrests.
VETERAN AFFAIRS
Enable VA doctors to recommendation medical use 
and protect benefits despite consumption
EMPLOYMENT PROTECTION 
employer drug testing for cannabis only permitted 
in cases of accident (similiar to alcohol)
SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS 
Technology is progressing too quickly for 
regulation to keep up, best practice is to get experts 
together and support them setting standards.
Downtown Champaign - 
Infill v Standalone
BLACK MARKET
Proliferation of non-
commercial “community 
garden” co-ops 
appearing in commercial 
zones, allowed within 
constitutionality and are a 
resource for drug cartels.
POLITICS
Governor Rauner previously 
disapproved of the industry, 
raising investment risk, and 
stalling operations. Due to 
current fiscal budget crisis, 
recreational legalization is 
being considered.
